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the contract and final audit. These in-
voices, accompanied by SF 1034, are 
forwarded to the contracting officer for 
further processing and transmittal to 
the fiscal or financial management of-
ficer. Periodic advisory audit reports 
are furnished directly to the con-
tracting officer. 

[62 FR 14017, Mar. 25, 1997, as amended at 64 
FR 51079, Sept. 21, 1999]

1842.202–70 Retention of contract ad-
ministration. (NASA supplements 
paragraph (a)) 

(a) The assignment of contract ad-
ministration is optional for the fol-
lowing contracts: 

(1) Research and development study 
contracts not involving deliverable 
hardware or Government furnished 
property. 

(2) Contracts with delivery schedules 
for 90 days or less. 

(3) Purchase orders without Govern-
ment source inspection requirements. 

(4) Contracts requiring only on-site 
performance. 

(5) Contracts requiring work in the 
vicinity of the awarding center where 
DOD contract administration services 
are not reasonably available. 

[62 FR 14017, Mar. 25, 1997. Redesignated and 
amended at 63 FR 15320, Mar. 31, 1998]

1842.270 Contracting officer technical 
representative (COTR) delegations. 

(a) The cognizant contracting officer 
may appoint a qualified Government 
employee to act as their representative 
in managing the technical aspects of a 
particular contract. If necessary, the 
contracting officer may appoint an al-
ternate COTR to act during short ab-
sences of the COTR. Technical organi-
zations are responsible for ensuring 
that the individual they recommend to 
the contracting officer possesses train-
ing, qualifications and experience com-
mensurate with the duties and respon-
sibilities to be delegated and the na-
ture of the contract. 

(b) NASA Form 1634, Contracting Of-
ficer Technical Representative (COTR) 
Delegation, shall be used to appoint 
COTRs. A COTR’s duties and respon-
sibilities may not be redelegated by 
the COTR and the COTR may be held 
personally liable for unauthorized acts. 
However, this does not prohibit the 

COTR from receiving assistance for the 
purpose of monitoring contractor 
progress and gathering information. 
When an individual is appointed as a 
COTR on more than one contract, sepa-
rate delegations shall be issued for 
each contract. A separate NASA Form 
1634 will be used to appoint an alter-
nate COTR. 

(c) A COTR delegation remains in ef-
fect throughout the life of the contract 
unless canceled in writing by the cog-
nizant contracting officer or at any 
level above that contracting officer. 
The contracting officer may modify 
the delegation only by issuance of a 
new delegation canceling and super-
seding the existing delegation. 

(d) A COTR shall not be authorized to 
initiate procurement actions or in any 
way cause a change to the contract or 
increase the Government’s financial 
obligations. However, delegations may 
be made to construction contract 
COTRs to sign emergency on-site 
change orders with an estimated value 
not to exceed the value specified in 
writing by the contracting officer in 
the NASA Form 1634 but in no event to 
exceed $25,000. 

(e) Each COTR shall acknowledge re-
ceipt and accept the delegation by 
signing the original delegation letter. 
The original of the COTR delegation 
letter shall be filed in the applicable 
contract file. Copies of the signed 
COTR delegation letter shall be dis-
tributed to the COTR, the contractor, 
and each cognizant contract adminis-
tration office. Acknowledgment and 
distribution for terminations of COTR 
delegations and COTR delegations 
which revise authority, duties and re-
sponsibilities shall follow the same 
rules. 

(f)(1) Mandatory training for COTRs 
and their alternates shall include the 
following core topic areas: 

(i) Contracting authority and con-
tract modifications (including non-per-
sonal services and inherently govern-
mental functions); 

(ii) Inspection and surveillance; 
(iii) Changes and performance-based 

contracting; 
(iv) Contract financial and property 

management (including ‘‘Limitation of 
Cost’’ clause, Anti-Deficiency Act, 
‘‘Limitation of Funds’’ clause); and 
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(v) Disputes. 
(2) Procurement officers are respon-

sible for assuring that the course(s) 
utilized by their center address the 
mandatory core topics in sufficient de-
tail for the purpose of COTR training. 
Procurement officers may accept the 
following training alternative(s) in sat-
isfaction of comparable requirement(s) 
specified in paragraph (f)(1) of this sec-
tion: 

(i) Another center’s COTR training; 
or 

(ii) Annual ethics training. 
(g) The contracting officer shall 

verify that the COTR has received the 
mandatory training before signing 
NASA Form 1634. If an urgent need 
arises for the appointment of a COTR 
and no trained and otherwise qualified 
individual is available, then the pro-
curement officer may make a tem-
porary COTR appointment not to ex-
ceed six months. Temporary appoint-
ments must be so identified and clearly 
reflect the appointment expiration 
date. 

(h) No technical direction may be 
issued by a COTR relative to perform-
ance-based contract requirements or 
when serving under a temporary ap-
pointment. 

[62 FR 14017, Mar. 25, 1997, as amended at 64 
FR 19928, Apr. 23, 1999; 65 FR 12485, Mar. 9, 
2000]

1842.271 NASA clause. 

Insert the clause at 1852.242–70, Tech-
nical Direction, when paragraph 3(m) 
of the NASA Form 1634 specifically au-
thorizes a COTR to issue technical di-
rection.

Subpart 1842.3—Contract 
Administration Office Functions

1842.302 Contract administration 
functions. (NASA supplements para-
graph (a)) 

(a) In addition to the responsibilities 
listed in FAR 42.302(a), responsibility 
for reviewing earned value manage-
ment system (EVMS) plans and 
verifying initial and continuing con-
tractor compliance with NASA and 
DoD EVMS criteria and conformity 
with ANSI/EIA Standard 748, Industry 

Guidelines for EVMS, is normally dele-
gated to DCMA. 

[64 FR 10574, Mar. 5, 1999, as amended at 66 
FR 53548, Oct. 23, 2001]

Subpart 1842.5—Postaward 
Orientation

1842.503 Postaward conferences. 
(NASA paragraphs (1) and (2)) 

(1) A postaward conference shall be 
held with representatives of the con-
tract administration office when— 

(i) A contract is expected to exceed 
$10,000,000; 

(ii) Contract performance is required 
at or near a NASA installation or 
NASA-controlled launch site; 

(iii) The delegation will impose an 
abnormal demand on the resources of 
the contract administration office re-
ceiving the delegation; or 

(iv) Complex contract management 
issues are expected, particularly risk 
management areas identified during 
program and acquisition planning, e.g., 
significant or unusual mission success, 
technical, cost, schedule, safety, secu-
rity, occupational health, environ-
mental protection, and export control 
risks. 

(2) Procurement officer approval is 
required to waive a post-award plan-
ning conference for contracts meeting 
any of the criteria in paragraph (1) of 
this section. The request for procure-
ment officer approval to waive a post-
award conference shall address action 
taken and planned to ensure effective 
communication with the contract ad-
ministration office during the perform-
ance of the contract. 

[62 FR 14017, Mar. 25, 1997, as amended at 65 
FR 37060, June 13, 2000]

Subpart 1842.7—Indirect Cost 
Rates

1842.705 Final indirect cost rates.

1842.705–1 Contracting officer deter-
mination procedure. 

(b) Procedures.
(3)(i) When NASA is not the cog-

nizant Federal agency, NASA should 
participate with the cognizant con-
tracting officer (or cognizant Federal 
agency official) in the final indirect 
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